STUDY UPON HONEY MARKET IN THE E.U. COUNTRIES by POPESCU, AGATHA
Buletinul USAMV – CN, 63/2006  (-) 
ISSN 1454 – 2382 
 
STUDY UPON HONEY MARKET IN THE E.U. COUNTRIES 
 
Agatha Popescu 
 
University of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine Bucharest Romania 
59 Marasti , sector 1, Bucharest, Zip code 011464, Tel: +40 21 318 25 64/232 
Fax: +40 21 318 28 88; Email: agatha_popescu@yahoo.com 
 
Keywords: honey, market, the E.U. 
SUMMARY 
 
This study presents the evolution of honey market in the EU during the last 15 
years based on the data provided by FAO Stat, 2006. In the EU, there are around 8,660 
thousand bee families, producing 18.5 honey in average. In the year 2005, the EU-25 has 
produced 174,289 tons honey, representing 52.35 % of the Europe production, which is 
placed on the 2nd position as a honey supplier in the world. The EU-15 achieved 125,789 
tons, the difference reflecting the high potential of the 10 new members who adhered in 
2004. 
The main honey producers are, in order: Spain, Germany, Greece, France, 
Austria, Italy and U.K whose production together represents 82.23 % of the EU-15 honey 
production. Among the new EU member, Hungary, Poland and Czech Republic have a 
significant contribution to honey production performance in the EU-25. 
Honey consumption in the EU-15 0.7 kg honey/year/capita. The demand/offer 
ratio is not a  balanced one, this is the reason the EU is not only a honey producer, but 
also a honey importer. In 2004 compared to 1990, the EU imported 3.05 times more 
honey, meaning 195.55 thousand tones. The main EU importing countries are Germany, 
UK, France, Italy, Spain, Netherlands and Belgium. Honey imports are  coming mainly 
from Argentina (30 %), China (23 %), Mexico (12 %), Uruguay (6.5 %) and Romania 
(3.2 %). In 2004, honey exports represented 47.71 tones, 1.8 times higher than 1.90. The 
main EU exporting countries are Germany and Spain. The EU exports represent around 
15 % of the world honey exports. 
Honey average price is USD 2.84/imported kilogram and USD 4.40 per exported 
kilogram. 
The unbalanced honey demand/offer ratio in the E.U. is an incentive for 
continuing beekeeping development and making imports. The enlargement of 2004 has 
strengthened the E.U. potential in producing, exporting and importing honey. Other two 
countries, Romania and Bulgaria , are waited to give their contribution to the E.U. market 
and offer opportunities for its business with honey in the world. 
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